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was   now   Metternich,   the   most   thorough   of
utilitarians.

Of the different courses open to him Metternich
for the moment chose a middle one. It was his
wish that neither the French nor the allies should
gain a complete predominance. His great longing
was for such a peace as should keep them in
equilibrium and give the minor German states, of
which he posed as the protector, time to develop
and strengthen themselves. This, however, was
not the rdle that Napoleon desired Austria to play.
It was he who by his acts and by his language
made her veer towards the camp of his enemies.
On April nth matters had gone so far that
Metternich declared to his charge d'affaires in
Kalisch, who must have repeated it to the Tsar that
"the role of ally of France is almost at an end;
Austria is preparing to appear on the stage as a
principal power." The report of Schwarzenberg
who had been sent as special envoy to Paris that
"the Emperor Napoleon fears nothing so much
as a breach with Austria" only served to make
Metternich more independent and to strengthen
him in the view that Austria was destined to play
a great part in European affairs. He estimated at
this time that, if given a few weeks for preparation,
Austria could put 120,000 men into the field.
The Saxon and the Austrian questions showed
signs of merging, for Saxony made it plain that
she would be more or less governed by Austria's
decision; and, indeed, on April 20th, concluded